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The Mackerel sharks
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Four species of Mackerel sharks (Fam. Lamnidae) 
that may be encountered in the Hawaii based pelagic 
longline fishery.

-Short-fin mako shark
-Long-fin mako shark
-Great white shark
-Salmon shark



Shortfin Mako   
Shark

Longfin Mako Shark





Pointed snout.

Long exposed teeth.

Long gill slits.



Detail of head & snout.



Photo by Danny Aab. Observer, NWO Inc.



Body coloration: Blue,  Silver, White



ShortfinShortfin MakosMakos, and Great Whites share this spot, , and Great Whites share this spot, LongfinLongfin MakosMakos do notdo not









A large Shortfin mako on a branchline.  Notice the blue
color & pointed snout. Photograph by LL1664





Longfin Mako Shark



Longfin Mako

Gray mottling on 
mandible (chin).



Slightly rounded snout.



Pectoral fins long w/ rounded tips.



Longfin Mako Shark

Rounded



Great White Shark

Large gill slits

Strong contrast
between dorsal &
ventral coloration

Carchadon carcharias

Strong single keel



Great White Shark



Great White shark, juv.



Salmon Shark



Photo by Dusty Marshall, Observer, NWO Inc.



Photo by Dusty Marshall, NWO Inc., Observer



Extensive ventral spotting







A Comparison of Genera Lamna vs Isurus

2nd keel

Salmon shark

Mako shark
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